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o N RURAL— A GUIDE TO EU FUNDING AND
SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES

The Rural toolkit is a comprehensive gateway to EU
funding and support initiatives available for rural areas in
the EU. It is designed to equip applicants with the knowledge
and tools necessary to address local needs.

The toolkit offers an overview of funding opportunities
from 26 different EU funds through an interactive funding
finder. Users can filter existing schemes based on several
criteria. The toolkit also contains a wide range of examples
| | and case studies, showcasing how EU funds and support
SRR mechanisms have already been successfully implemented in
rural areas across the EU.

projects and initiatives. It provides comprehensive information on grants, subsidies and
enabling the I it

across the European Union. Explore a
inspiring stories, and gain insights into eff

Resources

M Browse useful documents, reports, manuals, and other relevant materials that provide practical
guidance and knowledge. These tools help address the unique challenges facing rural
‘communities in an integrated, ne

https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/?Ing=en
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https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/finder?lng=en
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Background

Policy framework: the long-term vision for the EU’s rural
areas (LTVRA) and the revitalization of rural areas

Policy need: local actors in rural areas - with limited
administrative capacity - encounter challenges in finding,
understanding, using and combining EU funding opportunities
Support to place-based policy in rural areas

Target: local authorities and other stakeholders in rural areas
(municipalities, local action groups, smatrt villages, start-up
villages, NGOs, business or other associations, SMES, etc.)

Focus: funding opportunities, programmes initiatives by all
relevant DGs and agencies applicable to the rural context

Created and validated in partnership and cooperation with
critical rural stakeholders

A long-term vision
for EU’s rural areas

(3 0L

STRONGER CONNECTED RESILIENT PROSPEROUS

#RuralVisionEU
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A tool accessible to all

n European
Union
Rural toolkit

lOverview Funding finder | Get inspired | Resources | Frequent questions | About

Home > Rural toolkit

EN English

B Select your language

EU official languages:

BBnrapcku latviegu
espafiol lietuviy
cestina magyar
dansk Malti
Deutsch Nederlands
eesti polski
eMNVIKA portugués
English romana
frangais slovenéina
Gaeilge slovenséina
hrvatski suomi
italiano svenska
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A tool co-created with rural stakeholders
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Screening all EU programmes with a rural Lense

:—1—’

From almost all DGs and agencies
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Rural toolkit

The Rural Toolkit ms to heip locaf authorities and stakeholders I rural reas 1o
Idntity EU funding infsatves aiming to revtalise communities and foster

N Engish

n teriories. The

practicss
supported by difierent EU funding inftiatives and policies, which contibute to the four siusmod tempar

piHars of the long-term vision for rural arsas: Stronger, Connectsd, Rsellient,
and Prosperous rural areas.

Disoover more >

52

Long-term vision for

ulamoo laboris nisi ut
iquip ex ea commodo
consaquat
Funding finder
The toclk: provides EU for rural local focal action
groups, mmummm SMES, smart vilages, start-up vilages efc.)
xpianing wiy across the EU EUfunds and

PrOgrammEs r investments... mors

Inspire yourself

The Toolkt provides sxamples of good practics 1n benefiting from EU Geographical Indications.
schemes, energy commmunities (REACH), Braacband Offioes (BCOS network), rura-

whan sirategies, relevant smart specialisaton strategles (smart specialisaton platform). Integrated
‘emtional Investments (IT1), CLLOLEADER, Smart VIiages, intefreg programmes, macro-regional
sirategies, et more

Go )

Resources

The tocikt inciudes relevant handbooks and toolkits considered of Inspiration (.9 ENRD
LEADER Toolk, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tentioria and Local Development
Strategies, DG GROW gukde 0n EU fnding for fourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportunities for
cutural and craative sectors . the tooiki on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie wi 2
migrant background , SmanRural21 quidebook *How to become 3 smart Wiage' etc.).

Rural Obssrvatory Rural Pact

the EU's rural arsas

Dissover mers [2

Rural Vision Contact us Related sites
This sks is managed by e Europoan Get 1 tosch! Cvuctirstm-Canene ke Agncadhm and Fursd
Commasicn, Eurazean Urion bt
Ovectnest <Ganars koe gl 3ns Uit
Policy
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Disoover mer on europa U

Contact the EU

Colus 0080067891011

EU institutions
Eurcpear Posamant
L tte g cyocen Europan Counch

Rural toolkit

About

Fural Vision » Rural Toolkit overview > Resources

Why a funding guide for rural areas?

While not explicitly designed for rural development, numerous EU funding programs and
initiatives can play a significant role in revitalising and enhancing the quality of life in rural
areas. However, identifying the right source of funding or support and how to make the best
use of it can be challenging.

The Rural toolkit aims to facilitate loeal institutions, businesses, associations and individuals in
rural areas to navigate the diverse EU funding and support options, and to take full advantage
of them.

How is the Rural toolkit helpful?

The toolkit provides a unique entry point to all existing initiatives, with comprehensive
information on available resources. and explains why these are relevant for rural areas.

Pactical examples featured on the platform encourage knowledge sharing and peer leaming among
rural communities. The Get inspired section offers insights on successful initiatives implemented
in rural areas scross the EU, and on how to combine EU funds effectively to maximise their impact
and address specific local needs.

Within the foolkit, users will find a range of valuable resources including handbooks and guidance
on EU funding opportunities. These resources equip users and applicants with the knowledge and
tools needed to address the unigue challenges facing rural areas, with an effective, integrated and
place-based approach.

What funding opportunities are available?

The toolkit offers a gateway to various EU Funding and Financing initiatives, categorised into 3 main
groups:

Direct funding Open +
Indirect and shared funding Open 4
Financial instruments Open +

https://funding.rural-vision.europa.eu/?Ing=en
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Rural toolkit

The Rural sthortties nrural res o @ Lorom ipsum dolor st
Igentrty g and foster armet, consectatur
practioss dipiacing ot 3ed do
aifierent g four siusmod tempar
pilars of the long-term vision for rural arsas: Stronger, Connectsd, Resllient, Incididurt ut labore et
and Prosperous rural areas. dolors magra aliqua. Ut
ni ad minim veniam,
e
ullamoo laboris risi ut
siquip ex 0a commodo
consequat.

Funding finder
The tocikit providas focal action
groups, NGOs, Dusiness or other 3ssociations, SMES, Smart vikages, Start-up vilages efc.)

EU funds and

Programmes for investments... more

@o >

Get inspired

EU funds and support hi y in rural contexts
across the European Union. Explore a diverse range of practical examples, case studies and
inspiring stories, and

Resources
@ The tocikit cudes £
6Z LEADER Toolki, JRC SUD Handbook and the Handbook of Teriona and Local Deveiopment
‘Srategles, DG GROW guide on EU inding for fourism , EAC guid on £U funding opportunfies for

cutural and crative sectors . the toolki on the use of EU FUnds for the integration of peopie win 3
migrant g quicebook MIBQe' ele). mors

viglon for
the EU's rural arsas

42

Rural Vision Related sites
Uigtehs e ecioged b oo Sy vecturstu G ke Agricubtam and Rt
Cammasscn, Eurazean Urion s
Ovectorste-Ganarst or Ragons ans Urban
Policy.
vt Contact the EU EU institutions
20067891011 European Potoment:

L cfrer ebagieairm oS Eurspmmn Councd

Funding finder

Financing opportunities ( 28 )

EU level initiatives to which you can apply directly

SMP -
EUROCLUSTERS

Horizon Europe
Cluster 2

EUTeens4Green
EUTeensdGreen

JTP GROUNDWORK
and PEERS

JTP GROUNDWORK

and PEERS

EU initiatives to which you can apply via your
National/Regional authority

European Solidarity

Er AMIF

Erasmus+

EAFRD-ENVCLIM EAFRD-ANC EAFRD-INVEST

EAFRD-KNOW

EAFRD-COOP

Tailor your search

What kind of rural stakeholder
are you?

Please select only one option

Academic institution

Association of civil society
Business/SME (including farmer)
Cooperative

Energy community

Individual citizen

Local Action Group

Local authority/Public entity
NGO

What type of activities are you
looking to fund?

What type of activities are you
looking to fund?

Which type of support are you
looking for?

Close —

Open +

Open +

Open +
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Use filters to identify the best match for your needs

Support available for...

O Academic institution

O Association of civil society

O Business/SME (including farmer)
O Cooperative

(O Energy community

O Individual citizen

(O Local Action Group

O Local authority/Public entity

O NGO

Activities to fund

Type of support

Close —

Open +

Open —+

Developing social innovation and resilience in my
rural community

Ageing

Employment

Gender equality

Integrated local development
Migration

Social inclusion or services

Training and education

) o

‘Youth and sports

Developing the access to services, transports or
digital connectivity of my rural area

D Built environment

] oigital

D Health care

D Transport

Diversifying the economic activity in my rural area
D Culture

D Entrepreneurship and SMEs

D Research and/or innovation

D Tourism and territorial branding

Making my rural area more resilient to climate
change and environmental threats

D Climate adaptation and mitigation

|:| Energy

D Environment, biodiversity and waste

Producing sustainable food and biomass

D Agriculture, farming, forestry and fishing

Type of support

O Financial Instruments

O Grant

(O Technical assistance

Close —
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Dedicated fiche

LIFE: Programme for the Environment and Climate Action

®

Key information

Total budget: EUR 5.432 billion
Type of funding: Grant
Co-financing percentage: 60%-95% 100% (Technical assistance for investments)

Coverage period: 2021-2027

Official webpage [3 Contact information [

Description of the funding/support initiative

The LIFE programme aims to protect, restore and improve the quality of the environment (air,
water and soil), at halting and reversing biodiversity loss and at tackling the degradation of
ecosystems

LIFE p... more

10

®

Why it is relevant for rural areas
Rural areas often face specific environmental and climate-related challenges, and the LIFE

programme can help tackle these issues. Some ways in which the LIFE programme can be
relevantforr.. more

A

Who can apply

Any public, private or not for profit organisation with a legal personality established in an EU
Member State, an overseas country or territory linked to it or a third country associated to the
programme

Qe

Calls

Official webpage [3
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Rural toolkit

Fome . Rural Tookt

N Ergheh

The Rural Toolkit ms to help loc authorities and stakeholders In rurl res 1o
dantity EU funding infEatves aiming o revitalise communities and foster
development In Mese termiories. The 1ol SNOWC3SES EXAMEIES Of practcss
supported by difierent EU funding Inftiatives and policies, which contribuge o the four
pilars of the long-term vision for rural arsas: Stronger, Connactsd, Rsallient,
and Proaperous rural areas.

Disoover more >

Funding finder

@ Lorom ipeum dolor st
armet, consectatur
dipiscing it sed do

quis nostnad exercitation
ulamco laboris nis ut
iquip ex oa commodo
consequat.

' The tocik provides EU or rural local

programmes %r investments

focal acton

groups, NGOs, business of other 3ssociaions, SMES, Smart iE3ges, start-up vilages efc.)
- ‘explaning why and how difizrent stakiehoiders across the EU use/d diflerent EU funds and

Get inspired

EU funds and support mechanisms have aiready been implemented successfully in rural contexts
across the European Union. Explore a diverse range of practical examples, case studies and

inspiring stories, and gain msigh

nlo effective approaches and inlerventions

Resources

& The tocikt inciudes relevant handbooks and toolkits considered of Inspiration (.9 ENRD
LEADER Toolk, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tentioria and Local Development

Strategies, DG GROW gukde 0n EU fnding for fourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportunities for

cutural and craative sectors . the tooiki on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie wi 2

migrant background , SManRural21 quidebook "How to become 3 smart Wiage' etc). mo

Long-term vislon for Rural Observatory

the EU's rural arsas

==

Rural Vision Contact us

This sk s managed by e Europamn O]
Commasicn, Eurazaan Uricn

- European Contact the EU
Union

Disoover mer on europa U Colus 0080067891011

Ui cter bogieainn oo

Rural Pact

Related sites

Cvactirstn-Ganan toe Azt and fursd
Covsicpment

Crrcinestn-Ganars ko Rgond and Urbas
Paiicy

EU institutions
European Posament

Eurapumn Counch

Eu_rupean EN English
Union

Rural toolkit

view | Funding finder JECRURSIERE Resources | Frequent questions | About

Home > Rural toolkit > Get inspired

Get inspired

.
.
.
Explore a diverse range of practical examples, case studies and irupiﬁng stories, and gain
insights into how EU funds and support mechanisms have alrgﬂ}bean implemented successfully in
rural areas across the European Union ““

Totak40 CID_02 X ID_18 X D22 X ID_11 X

@ Mono funds @D Combination of funds .

@ Comected ® @ Resiient @ @ Prosperous @ Stronger . —

+|
— Finland
Norway
Stiernes Sti (The Path of Paths)
e Russia
Estonia .
Key Information
Latvia
Denmark
Lithuania Country: Denmark
United Kingdom
Belarus
Ireland Netherlands i
“iw Poland Location: Udby (Holbeaek municipality)
Belfum ®
Luxembourg, Czechia e Ykraloe Organisations: Turlandet Tuse Nees — non-profit organisation; The municipality of Holbaek— public authority
e
e, d g il =5y Budget: EUR 402,687
Switzerland smm.'mm Rongpia i i
sanmallo WS sebia). @
@ Monaco Montenegro Bulgage Funds/programme: EAFRD
Andoira 1t Kosovo® Georgia
North Macedonia
spain Albania Armenia
Portugal AN, e Azerbaijan Timeframe: 2021-2023 -
® -
Malta Project website: Project website link :
Cprus  Syria iran
Tunisia Lebanan -
Iraq =
Morocco Database link: Database link M
Leafet] , Credt: EC-GISCO, for the Disc
' v
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The Rural Toolkit Ims to help loca authorities and stakeholders In rural reas 10

N Engish

napira yoursal R

@ Lorom ipeum dolor st

Idntity EU funding infsatves aiming to revtalise communities and foster amet, consectatur
n tahiories. The practices dipiacing oitt, ed do
‘supported by diflerent EU funding Infiatives and poliies, which contibute 1o the four eiussmod tompar
pHlars of the long-tsem vision for rural arsas: Stronger, Connectsd, Resllisnt, Incididunt ut laboro et
and Prosperous rural areas. dolor magra aliqua. Lt

ulamoo laboris nisi ut
iquip ex ea commodo
consaquat.
Funding finder
The toclk: provides EU for rural local focal action
groups, mmummm SMES, smart vilages, start-up vilages efc.)
xpianing wiy across the EU EUfunds and

PrOgrammEs r investments... mors

Inspire yourself

The Toolkt provides sxamples of good practics 1n benefiting from EU Geographical Indications.
schemes, energy communitis (REACH), Braadband Competence Ofioes (BCOS network), rura-

whan sirategies, relevant smart specialisaton strategles (smart specialisaton platform). Integrated
‘emtional Investments (IT1), CLLOLEADER, Smart VIiages, intefreg programmes, macro-regional
sirategies, etc. mors

Go )

Resources

The tocikt inciudes relvant Inspiration je.g. ENRD
LEADER Toolk, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tentioria and Local Development
Strategies, DG GROW gukde 0n EU fnding for fourism , EAC guide on EU funding opportunities for
cutural and craative sectors . the tooiki on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie wi 2
migrant background , SmanRural21 quidebook *How to become 3 smart Wiage' etc). mors

Long-term vizlon for Rural Obsarvatory Rural Pact
the EU's rural arsas

@ o
[U— [—

Rural Vision Contact us Related sites
This sks is managed by e Europoan Get 1 tosch! Cvuctirstm-Canene ke Agncadhm and Fursd
Cormmasicn, Eurazaan Urion Sowrkpnont
Cwectoeste-Genara tor Ragonal ang Urban
Policy
o Contact the EU EU institutions
& a0 Europeon Potiamant

Ui cter bbogitairm opsiom Eurapumn Counch

Home » Rural TookR » Resournces

Resources

This section of the Rural Toolkit collects detailed guides on the EU funding opportunities availakble in

2021-2027 for scme specific sectors: broadband, culture, education, energy, environment and tourism.
In addition, in this section it is possible to find guidance on the integrated approach to local
development, with the final aim of helping rural communities in designing and implementing
integrated strategies and projects (e.g. CLLDs and ITls).

EN Englisn

The Handbook of Territorial and Local Development Strategies

The Handoook of TerrRarial and Local Development Strategles provides akiable nowledge on
how 0 dessikgn and Implement Integirated strategles In aneas ofer En urban. & 3ims b sene
managing aumoriies of oparational programmes, local aumorities and 3s well 35 oer
‘stakenolders Ivoked In e procsss.

EU funding for Broadband

This brochure fesiures an ovenvew of fhe funding and financial fools made izl by e
European Comilssion i boos! broadiand ivestment n fe Eurgpesn Unkn. The gaal ks 1o
achileve e amoRious targets o aovance dighal franstmiation and Implement e viskon for a
Europe i for e dighal age.

The CulturEU funding guide

The CulurEL funding guide provides an ovenew of all EU programmes whikh are relaant for
e cuRural and cresthe stakeholders, Inchuding key INtnTition on who &3 3pply and how, 35
wall 35 e kinds of aciMilies supponad. The guide cowers oppartunfiies linkad 1o e Eunopsan
Commission’s flagshilp programme Creathe Eurcpe, whilch will provide £2 44 billion of suppart
0ross 2021-2027

EU funding opportunities for Education and Training

Thils guide provides 3 description of funding programmes and Instnuments Tzt could suppart
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Rural toolkit

There is a Q&A and
glossary section

The Rural Toolkit Jms to help loca authorttias and stakeholders I rur reas 1o @ Lorom ipeum dolor st 2
dentty EU funding Inft3sves aming to revtalise communities and foster axmet, consectatur g

In Mese tartionies. The practoss dipiacing i, 3ed do
supported by different EU funding inftiatives and policies, which contribute 1o the four ‘eiusmod teenpar N "
pcmovv:ylmg-hm i B vl s:'ww Connactsd, Resilient, Incdidurs ut labore of [SYEViEh@ Funding finder | Inspire yourself | Resources | About
and Proaperous rural areas. dolor magra aliqua. Lt

Lo
ulamco laboris nisi ut

Home * Rural Toolkit

aliquip ex oa comvmodo
consnquat
Funding finder
The toolki provides EU for rural local local action
groups, NGOs, business or other 3ssociations, SMES, smart vikages, start-up vilages etc.)
explaning why across the EU EU funds and

programmes %r investments. . mors

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Get inspired

EU funds and support mechanisms have aiready been implemented successfully in rural contexts
across the European Union. Explore a diverse range of practical examples, case studies and
inspiring stories, and gain insights into effective approaches and interventions.

n Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
The Rural Toolkit aims to help local authorities and stakeholders in rural areas to consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam
identify EU funding initiatives aiming to revitalize communities and foster accumsan semper lorem, ac mollis
Resources development in these territories. The toolkit showcases examples of practices S S TUE TR ST
@ “The fock Inchudes relevant handbooks and tookits considered of nepiration (e.g. ENFD supported by different EU funding initiatives and policies, which contribute to the diam eu tempus fringilia. Loren fpsum
LEADER Toolkit, JRC SUD Hancbook and the Handbook of Tenttorta and Local Development B o dolor sit amet, comsectetur adipiscing
S¥ategles, DG GROW gukle on EU funding for fourism , EAC guide on U funding oppartunles for four pillars of the Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas: Stronger, Connected, ) =
cutural and creative sectors ., the toolkit on the use of EU Funds for the integration of peopie win a . elit. Nullam EEEUWE"‘” semper lorem,
migrant background . SMANRLFGI21 Quidebook HO 10 Decome 3 Smart WIage' etc). mors Resilient, and Prosperous rural areas. ac mollis lacus tineidunt eu. Duis
scelerisque diam :u tempus fringilla.
"

Long-term vision for Rural Obsarvatory Rural Pact
the EU's rural arsas

‘ll.lllll

e Explanatory and promotional video

Rural Vision Contact us Related sites
This sks is managed by e Europoan Get 1 tosch! Cvuctirstm-Canene ke Agncadhm and Fursd
Commasicn, Eurazean Urion bt
Ovectnest <Ganars koe gl 3ns Uit
Palcy
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In a nutshell

rural toolkit video - Google Zoeken

> o) 000/ 118

What is the Rural toolkit?
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https://www.google.be/search?sca_esv=582945116&q=rural+toolkit+video&udm=7&fbs=AEQNm0B6YmhDH911h8AcCz881AVL3PfUm7mBCU0k5rZf_VDhH2cCkLgSkM7VzQnvE1NeNIL7ozgrqLqLiqBRgPhBOcHSXFN3QrgBKem2FNB20-hRro1EA2lVNG7Tzs3SttEBGGLyd_cRi1Tgq4bqFoOpUPyCaS_hVfU4PPJ5nczC-fEzqR8Rby24L5LvzbkGKDdqBtyuuFBED3Bm3BChLpi-Y9UEBWtekA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj-4fWvremJAxVF6wIHHTYPMRgQtKgLegQIEBAB&biw=1272&bih=604&dpr=1.5#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:4d8a1dbd,vid:Dd31IHZieRw,st:0

Thank you

Eleftherios (Terry) STAVROPOULOS
Eleftherios.stavropoulos@ec.europa.eu

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the
EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
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