THE INNOVATION JOURNEY ‘

The farm Na soutoku (On
tvhe confluence) is situated in Terezin —
CeskéKopisty in Northern Bohemia.

A Camphill-type community, it brings to-
gether local citizens and people with dis-
abilities who are engaged in biodynamic
agriculture, crafts and artistic activities in
a family atmosphere. It operates as a
system of community-supported agricul-
ture.The organization association was
founded in 2012.

Its aims are promotion and practice of
bio-dynamic agriculture, support of self-
sufficiency for social businesses and
care for disabled people, development of
handicraft and artwork. The business is
run in an eco-friendly and sustainable
way, prioritizing cooperation rather than
competition, organizing educational and
practical seminars for children, youth and
adults. In the farm also live several ani-
mals including a cow and a horse.

Zaneta Lenhartova became interested in
organic farming already in her years in
high school, and while studying at uni-
versity. She came to Ceské Kopisty with
her husband and son in 2009. She is
now taking care of three more children.
In the community house, she worked in
the role of "parents of the house". She
takes care of the bees and runs the
camphill candle making workshop. Sheis
responsible for the daily work of room-
mates with special needs.

The farm supplies about 350 member
families in three regions. The store oper-
ates on the principle of regular deliveries
of pre-ordered goods. Producers are as-
sured of sales, customers are assured of
delivery.
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Currently, the farm employs 15 people.In
the farm house,5 adults, 4 children and
7 disabled people who are users of shel-
tered housing live. Part of the estate is a
Bio-processing plant and acandle-
making workshop with a registered prod-
uct, the Camphill candle.

The estate organizes excursions and
short-term internships. It is a practical
workplace for the Higher Vocational
School of Organic Agriculture in Prague.

Figure 1. The farm in CeskéKopisty

THE INNOVATION IMPACT

The operation of the farm appropriately
connects agriculture with the community
and offers a dignified life to several disa-
bled people. It ensures the direct pur-
chase of organically grown products and
eliminates unnecessary intermediary
links so that its products can be competi-
tive. Dueto its social orientation, it needs
support from municipalities and regions,
which should mainly consist of political
and financial support.

USEFUL LINKS

https://www.svobodny-statek.cz/bio-dynamicke-
zemedelstvi/information-in-english

www.facebook.com/svobodnystateknasoutoku/
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